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W H A T  F I R S T  C O M E S  T O  M I N D  

W H E N  O N E  T H I N K S  O F  A F R I C A  I S  

A  L A R G E , A N C I E N T ,  A N D  

A B U N D A N T  B U T  P O O R  R E G I O N  

O F  T H E  E A R T H .  T H E  R E A S O N  

W H Y A F R I C A ,  P A R T I C U L A R L Y  T H E  

S U B - S A H A R A N  P A R T  O F  T H E  

C O N T I N E N T , S T I L L R E M A I N S U N D

E R D E V E L O P E D  D E S P I T E  I T S  V A S T  

N A T U R A L  R E S O U R C E S  

A N D D E C A D E S - L O N G  F O R E I G N  

A S S I S T A N C E  I S  A  W I D E L Y  

D E B A T E D  I S S U E .



I N T R O D U C T I O N



F R O M  W H E R E  T O  W H E R E ?



From the 
Brundtland report to 
the 2030 Agenda 
for sustainable 
development



C o n t i n u e d…

.



• The 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development's impact on 

Africa offers policy recommendations 

for inclusive and sustainable 

development, focusing on poverty, 

gender inequality, and climate change. 

Sub-Saharan Africa remains the world's 

least developed area, with limited 

resources and institutional capacity 

(Loot, 2023).

• The analysis findings uncovered six key 

themes: persistent poverty, inequality and 

marginalization, environmental 

degradation, government and corruption, 

access to education and healthcare, and 

conflict and fragility. These thematic areas 

represent critical aspects within the 

context of SDGs, and African households 

provide a structured framework for 

subsequent research.



M E T H O D S



OV E RV I E W  O F  A F R I C A' S  D E V E L O P M E N T  
C H A L L E N G E S

q



q Persistent 
Poverty: Africa 
faces significant 
poverty challenges 
due to high 
unemployment 
rates, inadequate 
access to basic 
services, and 
limited economic 
opportunities, 
perpetuating 
poverty cycles in 
many countries.

qInequality and 
Marginalization: Africa
n countries continue 
to grapple with 
persistent 
inequalities, 
exacerbated by 
limited access to 
education, 
healthcare, and 
economic resources 
for marginalized 
groups.

qGovernance and 
Corruption: Africa's 
sustainable 
development efforts 
are hindered by 
weak governance, 
political instability, 
and corruption, with 
insufficient 
accountability and 
power concentration 
exacerbated by a 
few elites.

q Environmental Degradation: Africa faces severe climate change impacts, 

including extreme weather, desertification, biodiversity loss, and unsustainable land use, 

posing significant challenges to agricultural productivity, food security, and livelihoods.



A F R I C A  A N D  S D G

Gender equality is a key theme in the SDGs, with Goal 5 focusing on empowering women and girls. In 
Africa, gender disparities persist in education, employment, and political representation. Empowering 

women is essential for social justice and sustainable development. However, cultural norms, discriminatory 
laws, and limited resources hinder efforts. Policy reforms and targeted interventions are needed (Adebayo 

et al. 2020; Okeke et al. 2018).

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) aim to eradicate extreme poverty by 2030, particularly in 
Africa where a significant portion of the population lives below the poverty line. However, challenges like 

limited funding, weak governance, and social inequalities hinder progress. Inclusive approaches are 
crucial for ensuring marginalized groups are not left behind (Smith et al. 2019; Jones et al., 2020).





R E C O M M E N DAT I O N  &  
C O N C L U S I O N
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R E A L  O R  M Y T H ?



C O N T D. . . .



U N I V E R S A L I S M  I N  D E C E I T



C H A L L E N G E S  T H AT  I M PAC T  OV E R A L L  
P E R F O M A N C E  O F  S D G

As the world 
grapples with a 

number of crises, 
such as  climate 

change, geopolitical 
unrest,  cost-of-living 

crunch, and the 
recent COVID-19 
pandemic, least-

developed countries 
(LDCs) are bearing a 

disproportionate 
amount of the 
burden as they 

Years of growth and 
development 

progress in LDCs, 
particularly in 

important areas of 
the Sustainable 

Development Goals 
like gender equality, 

education, health, 
and nutrition, have 
been reversed as a 

result of these crises



WAY  F O RWA R D
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