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DEFINITIONS 
 

Confidential Information: Includes, but is not limited to, Personal Information as defined in The 
Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (FIPPA); Personal Health Information as 
defined in The Personal Health Information Act (PHIA); and administrative records collected and 
created in the clinical area and relate to legal, financial and operational matters of a 
confidential nature. 

 
Personal Health Information: Information about an identifiable individual that relates to 

• The individual’s health or health care history, including genetic information about the 
individual 

• The provision of health care to the individual, or 
• Payment of health care provided to the individual and includes; 
• The Personal Health Identification Number (PHIN) and any other identifying number, 

symbol or assigned to an individual, and 
• Any identifying information about the individual that is collected in the course of, and is 

incidental to, the provision of health care or payment for health care. 
 

Personal Information: Information about an identifiable individual may include but is not 
limited to: 

• The individual’s name 
• Home address, or home telephone/fax number or personal email address 
• Ancestry, race, colour, nationality, or national ethnic group 
• Religion or creed, or religious belief, association or activity 
• Blood type, fingerprints, or other hereditary characteristics 
• Political belief, association or activity 
• Education, employment, or occupation or educational, employment, or occupational 

history 
• Source of income or financial circumstances, activities, or history 



 

• Criminal history, including regulatory offences 
• Involvement in legal matters 

 

POLICY: 
All students are required to attend and complete an orientation on confidentiality and the 
Personal Health Information Act (PHIA) provided by Prairie Mountain Health and/or the 
Winnipeg Regional Health Authorities (RHA). Students may be required to sign/attend 
respective RHA Confidentiality sessions as needed. 

 
PROCEDURE: 

 
1. The Clinical Placement Coordinator will arrange an orientation on confidentiality and the 

Personal Health Information Act to all new students entering Year 2 of the respective 
program. 

2. Students will be required to attend a scheduled orientation on confidentiality and PHIA. 
At the completion of the orientation students will sign the Pledge of Confidentiality. 

3. Students who have not completed the orientation session and signed the Pledge of 
Confidentiality will not be allowed to participate in practica within the Regional 
Health Authority or other clinical setting. 

4. The student will be issued a card confirming the student has received a PHIA 
orientation and the pledge has been signed. Students must carry their PHIA 
card with them to be available on demand while in the clinical setting. 

5. Under most circumstances the signed RHA Pledge of Confidentiality will be effective for 
the length of the student’s program. Students participating in practica outside of the 
jurisdiction may be required to attend a PHIA orientation 
session of that RHA or organization and will be required to sign the respective Pledge of 
Confidentiality. 

6. A copy of the signed Pledge of Confidentiality will be given to the BScPN/BN Student 
Advisor for placement in the student’s file. 

7. Any student who is unable to attend the session (as a result of extreme circumstances) 
is responsible to make arrangements directly with the Clinical Placement Coordinator to 
receive orientation and sign the Pledge of Confidentiality within 7 days of the original 
orientation session. 
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